Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership

2023
The Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership actively sought opportunity to engage not only its members and board, but the general public in matters of concern and interest, in regards to the management and ownership of Minnesota’s forests.

General highlights include the below, followed by a listing of presentations held both in-person and virtually and hosted by the MFRP:

a) The Partnership participated in the monthly meetings of both the Grand Rapids Forestry Affairs and Bemidji Forestry committees to collaborate on workforce development, resource management endeavors, and policies supporting sustainable natural resources

b) MFRP completed the year in a financially sound position.

c) It continued to encourage and invite participation by the Native American community to serve on the MFRP Board of Directors. This outreach resulted in interest by the Fond du Lac tribe to join the board of directors.
d) Staff worked with the Itasca Development Corporation and Department of Natural Resources to obtain both in-kind and financial support for the continued planning and execution of the Forest Stewards Program that teaches northern and central Minnesota high school students about careers in the natural resources field. Staff worked with over 200 students to engage and interest them in natural resources careers.
e) The Partnership engaged in thee “Forest Friendly Brewery” project that educates staff of small craft breweries on the connection between forest management and clean waters. It assisted in the giveaway of 1,000 white pine seedlings during an Arbor Day celebration.

f) The board elected a new chair, representing UPM Blandin Paper Company; and a new vice chair, representing the State of Minnesota.

g) The board held a successful field day at a private forest landowner’s 2,000-acre property. The meeting attracted close to 50 participants – both Partnership members and the general public.

h) The board hosted a panel discussion regarding the issue of tree seedling capacity; the discussion drew interest and participation from natural resource managers and landscapers from throughout the State of Minnesota

i) The board coordinated a joint meeting/field day with the Minnesota Forest Resources Council to further nurture relationships and understanding between these two statewide forestry organizations who are instrumental in the management and sustainability of the state’s woodlands.
The  MFRP hosted programs on a variety of forest ownership and management interests including:

• Panel: Tree Seedling Capacity/Reforestation 

Meredith Cornett – Climate Change Director – The Nature Conservancy; Andy David – Associate Professor of Forest Genetics and Director of the Minnesota Tree Improvement Cooperative; Nick LaBonte – Eastern Region Geneticist, USFS; Doug Tillma: Strategic Planning and Policy Section Manager Division of Forestry Senator Paul Utke – Senate District 2

• Introduction: Birdseye view of Biomass/Biofuels: Brendan Jordan, Vice President Transportation and Fuels Great Plains Institute

• An Insiders’ Look at Biomass Harvest and Utilization: Luke Peterson, General Manager - Hibbing Biomass Power Plant & Minnesota Timber Harvester Tom McCabe 

• Biomass utilization and availability in Minnesota: Jeremy Fauskee, Minnesota DNR
• The Clean Transportation Standard bill & the Bio-incentive Program: Brendan Jordan, Vice President Transportation and Fuels Great Plains Institute

 • “Minnesota’s Forest Management Bat Habitat Conservation Plan Landowner Enrollment Program Status Update.’ Amber Ellering, Forest Policy and Planning Supervisor – Minnesota DNR Division of Forestry

• A Self-Assessment Path for ESA Compliance for Northern Long-Eared Bat for Loggers, Foresters, and Landowners: Ashlee Lehner, Director of Forest Policy – Minnesota Forest Industries

• The Aitkin and Carlton Counties’ Path to Habitat Conservation Plan: Dennis Thompson, Aitkin County Land Commissioner

• Sharing the Message: A panel focused on 21st Century forestry messaging
Woods that Work: Samantha Hanson: Giant Client Leader with Giant Voices

ForestryWorks:, Ray Higgins, Executive Vice President Timber Producers Association
Audubon’s Forest Values/Priorities and Initiatives: Dale Gentry, Director of Conservation Minnesota/Iowa/Missouri

•  Forestry Degree Program - Bemidji State University: Update on progress toward an SAF accredited bachelor’s degree in Forestry; Samantha Jones, Associate Geography Professor - BSU
•  Emerald Ash Borer: Where it’s been; Where we think it’s going: Mark Abrahamson, Division Director and State Plant Regulatory Official - Plant Protection Division – Minnesota Department of Agriculture
•  Tax Forfeit Land – Supreme Court Case – An Update: Julie Marinucci – Director/ of Lands and Minerals - St. Louis County, & Kory Cease Land Commissioner Itasca County
